
 

 

Ewing Young Support Team 

Meeting Minutes taken by Julie Spon - 13 in attendance 

November 10, 2015 

 

  

Principle’s Report – Kevin Milner 

 School Improvement Plan – a group has been meeting to come up with a plan to address 

our school’s strengths and weaknesses.   

 Goal 1: we want to have all kids reading by third grade:  we are meeting with parents of 

kids still learning, giving strategies to do at home, teachers trying to find good technology 

support to use, we are using decodable books, explicit instruction, irregular spelling 

words, nonfiction emphasis, interesting content, support to kids who are developing 

reading skills, vocabulary, spoken language, engagement strategies.  We are progressing 

monitoring using FAST assessments.   

 Goal 2:  5th grade math: problem solving using fractions.  Our goal is to provide good 

experiences, high level discussions, scaffolding, catching up missed days, continuous 

strategies / language / vocabulary around math, using information to state a claim and 

justifying it in some way.  We have two skilled parents here that are great at math.   

 Goal 3:  Claim-evidence justification.  This goes across several subjects, such as the 

salmon unit, the language arts, STEM units, math also.  Using common language 

between the subjects. State a claim, cite evidence 

 Goal 4:  Persuasive writing.  This is how we will see if the claim-evidence justification 

goal is being met.  This is very a specific type of writing that they will find throughout 

their school career.  It starts in K and everything builds up from there.  There is a 

common theme, not something new each year.  They have to solve a problem, and 

convince somebody that this is the right thing to do.  Some of this could be a persuasive 

speech. 

 Goal 5:  communicate with parents and community.  Go to the district website, go to 

Ewing Young, “symbaloo”  this is like a dashboard that parents can find everything they 

need.  Sheri maintains this website.   

 The full many-page plan has all the data that we used to arrive at our goals.  We will 

present to the school board.  Parents learn that we don’t just make it up.  We feel this is a 

2-year plan, a living document.  We will modify, change, update, etc… to make it better. 

 Thank you to Jaylene for organizing the fun run.  It is a huge support, it is half of our 

school budget.   

 Our playground will need updated:  city community foundation (Andrea) Andrea will get 

the application that we need to fill out.  

 

Treasurer’s Report – Julie Spon 

 

Ewing Young Holiday Bazaar 

 

Sock Drive in December – we will have the K kids introduce this to the students.  K kids are 

making cards for the school staff:  we need card making materials like scrap booking stuff. 

 

Giving Tree – have done this in the past… the last couple years we found families in the 



 

 

community.  Unless someone wants to take this on, we won’t do it, this year.  (Gaston K-12, 8% 

of the children are considered homeless. Do we actually know what the homeless situation looks 

like for Newberg kids?  What can we do to help homeless students in general?  What are the 

things that they need?  If there is not a “family” that we can look at, maybe we can look at this 

for things to give.  25% of EY population lives in poverty.  Last year Mr. Hall called the families 

but they didn’t want the help.  I know some of the families wouldn’t appreciate being given 

handouts.   

 

Food Drive – not doing one in November, K kids might talk about doing one in January-

February. 

 

Amazon Prime – everyone who shops through Amazon Smile, a small percentage of their 

purchases will be donated to EYST.  Holly will look into getting this sent out.  Sheri will send 

all-school email.   

 

Silent Auction – Britta and Ben are taking it up this year.  They passed out the current auction 

list.  I have added a few companies, contact information.  Please go through the list.  1) If there 

are things to add, please tell me.  2) I need volunteers to take a section and start contacting 

businesses 3) I need a list of specific reasons for people to donate to us and why its important.  

Why a company would want to give to us.  3 quick bullet points.  (Mr. Milner will send this to 

Britta)   

We will be forming a silent auction committee with Brita and Ben heading it up.  

bbgentle@netzero.com 

 

Possible for next year:  dinner and fundraiser at a winery, using their mailing list,  

 

Next Meeting – January 12, 2016 @ 3:30 pm 

mailto:bbgentle@netzero.com

