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All the teachers helped present our School Improvement Plan to the superinten-
dent and school board on November 17.  As a school we wrote the plan so as a 
school community we presented the plan.  Come into our school and you will see 
the progress we have made in writing over the last few years.  Having consistent 
language and strategies school-wide is helping to support all students.  For this 
reason, we have decided this year to become more consistent in our practices in 
math.  It will take some discussion and planning, but we are committed to moving 
that way. 

While all students were off the week of Thanksgiving, all teachers and many of 
our classified took part in a Poverty Summit at the high school.  It was a simula-
tion in which each of us was assigned a particular role and “lived” through a “four 
week” cycle in that role’s identity.  I had taken part in this simulation before, and it 
reminded me that one only understands what others live day to day by stepping 
into their shoes.  We debriefed after the session with such poverty facts as 15% 
of our population or 43.2 million Americans live in poverty and 36 million people 
suffer food insecurity and 1/3 of this group experience chronic hunger.   

For the above reasons I would like to thank all of our community partners that 
have helped make possible activities within our school to help students. 

1.     Newberg Christian Church – weekly food bags, serve days, hats and gloves 
        for students, garden boxes 
2.     George Fox – mentoring, after school programs, serve days, coding 
3.     Newberg Rotary – Robotics Kits 
4.     Mathnasium – Math Night 
5.     Twin Rocks – Science Night 
6.     Oregon State University – tickets for 3 – 5 graders 
7.     Ted Krupicka – 25 desktop computers 
8.     JA Parent Club – field trips, classroom supplies, school supplement  
        materials 
9.     Newberg Public Library – Battle of the Books set 
10.   Ben Jaquith Agency of American Family Insurance—K-kids sponsor 

It does take a village to make sure all students have opportunities, and we are 
grateful to the many people inside and outside of Newberg that make these expe-
riences possible.  

During vacation days in December, I encourage all families to make a daily rou-
tine of  reading for at least 20 minutes.  This can be done as a family by orally 
reading books or done individually.  I remember when my two kids were younger; 
we read together every night right before bed.  When they became older and we 
were reading chapter books, I purposely stopped at a point that they would be 
excited to sit down again and start reading the next night.  Reading is a founda-
tion for all other skills in life.  By doing it as a family, you are sending the mes-
sage of it is important.   

I wish all of you happiness and peace during these winter months.  I thank you for 
your continued support and look forward to seeing many of you at our Sing Along 
towards the end of this month. 

Terry McElligott 

Principal 

Important Dates to Remember: 

 December 

8  Dutch Bros. Fundraiser Begins 

15 OSU Incentive Trip– 3, 4 & 5 Grade 

16 Character Counts Assembly 

14-18 Scholastic Book Fair 

18 Holiday Sing Along 

21-1/1 Holiday Break 

 January 

4 School Resumes 

12 Eye Screenings 

18 No School—MLK Holiday 

22 Parent Group Meeting @ 3:15 

22 Popcorn Friday/Hat Day 

27 Character Counts Assembly 

29 No School—Teacher Prep Day 

Questions? Check the school website, or call us at 503-554-4550.  

Remember to connect with us on Facebook, Twitter or download the Newberg School District App. 

Interested in volunteering at school?  

Please contact Joan Austin 

PTO; jaevolunteer@gmail.com. We 

would love to have you join us.  To get 

the latest updates, please also like us 

on Facebook – Joan Austin Elementary 

PTO.   

No School 

Dec. 21—Jan. 1 - Winter Break  

Jan. 18 - MLK Holiday 

Jan. 29 - Teacher Prep Day 

mailto:jaevolunteer@gmail.com


A note from the cafeteria... 

Just a reminder, breakfast and lunch are 

free to all students. 

Students with cold lunch may have free 

milk if they also get a fruit and a vegeta-

ble. If not, milk costs $0.50 

***On December 18, hot lunch will be 

reindeer dogs and a special surprise 

treat. Have a great winter vacation! 

Questions? Check the school website, or call us at 503-554-4550. Remember to connect with us on 

Facebook, Twitter or download the Newberg School District App. 

Dutch Bros Fundraiser  

for 5th Grade Outdoor School 

Begins December 8 

Each card costs $10  

$2.50 from each card goes towards  

Outdoor School fundraising 

Scholastic Book Fair  

12/14 through 12/18 

Looking for reasonably priced holiday 

gifts for family, friends, and teach-

ers?  The Scholastic Book Fair will held in 

the school library the week of December 

14
th
 – December 18

th
.  Come by and 

check out all the great books and items!  

Million Minutes Challenge Class Totals  

as of November 20, 2015 

Kindergarten 

1st Grade 

2nd Grade 

 

 

3rd Grade 

4th Grade 

 

 

5th Grade 

 

 

 

 

 

*Totals do not include time read during Thanksgiving 

break for the November Break Million Minute Challenge. 

December Million Minutes Challenge 

December 21-January 3 

Read 10-15 minutes every day, and you 

will win a prize! 

Details will be sent home on Dec. 15. 

Eye Screenings January 12 

Joan Austin will have eye screenings on January 12, 

and we need volunteers! If you have a volunteer badge 

and are interested in volunteering, contact the office. 

Fisher 

5,311 

Gray 

6,937 

Held 

2,425 

Botenhagen 

6,036 

Haupt 

8,201 

Rivano 

2,072 

Gallagher 

18,131 

Radcliffe 

13,466 

Mariman 

29,443 

Schumacher 

13,691 

Winter 

26,859 

Buck 

28,137 

Gayer 

41,629 

Hinson 

13,533 

Sayles 

31,022 

Love 

3,998 

Is your child missing a coat or jacket? 

Don’t forget to check the lost and 

found! 


