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By the time you receive this newsletter, I will probably have come to 
school dressed in pink and puckered up to kiss the pig.  I am very proud 
of our students as they have passed the 700,000 minute mark in our Mil-
lion Minute Challenge.  We are well on our way to a Million Minutes with 
just three and a half months left! 

In case you have not heard, Joan Austin staff won the Exemplary Read-
ing Award for the state of Oregon.  We were presented the award with a 
monetary gift at the Oregon Reading Conference in mid February.  We 
were honored for everything we do for our students in reading:  Core 
reading program, Orton Gillingham, FastForword, Spanish Literacy, Title 
reading and weekly reading book bags, SMART reading in kindergarten, 
Battle of the Books, book give aways, PBIS awards of books, use of I-
pads and Chromebooks for assistive technology, and our attention to 
connecting writing across the curriculum.  Another requirement was to 
have community partners and we have plenty:  Newberg Christian 
Church, Newberg Rotary, Newberg Kiwanis, Ben Jacquith Insurance, 
Newberg Foundation, George Fox, SMART, and Newberg High School 
students.  It is true that it takes a village to raise a child.  We are thankful 
to all who help us every day in our mission of educating and serving stu-
dents.   

Many of you know that the Rotary donated the grant money to buy all of 
our robotics kits for this year.  The Fourth Grade Robotics Challenge 
Competition is scheduled for Thursday, March 10 in the afternoon.   We 
will probably start around 1:30 so all students will have the chance to 
compete. We are inviting the Newberg Rotary and the leaders at the dis-
trict office. Parents of the fourth graders are also invited.  These students 
went through many tasks and problem solved together in groups to get 
their robots to perform.  These groups also did some writing that focused 
on why robotics in elementary school is so important.  To prepare for 
the March 10 challenge, some teams will make a mini presentation at the 
March school board meeting and also have been invited to make a mini 
presentation at Newberg City Club.  

I encourage all students and families to continue logging the reading 

minutes.  We will have a special reading log for spring break with special 

incentives.  Since it looks like we will make our Million Minutes, we will 

have a special Million Minute Challenge Award Day towards the end of 

school. Many thanks to all of the support we receive from families.  It is 

because of your support, we are able to be successful at our school. 

Terry McElligott 

Principal 

Important Dates to Remember: 

 March 

10 4th Grade Robotics Challenge 

11 Parent Group Meeting @3:15 

11 Bingo Night 

14 2nd Grade Music Program @ 2:30 

21-25 Spring Break—No School 

28-4/1 All Staff Appreciation Week 

30  Character Counts Assembly 

 April 

14-15 No School—Conferences 

21 Kindergarten Registration 

22 Parent Group Meeting @ 3:15 

22 Secretary Day 

25 4th Grade Music Program @ 2:30 

27 Character Counts Assembly 

28 Science Night 

29 Popcorn Friday/Hat Day 

Questions? Check the school website, or call us at 503-554-4550.  

Remember to connect with us on Facebook, Twitter or download the Newberg School District App. 

Interested in volunteering at school?  

Please contact Joan Austin 

PTO; jaevolunteer@gmail.com. We 

would love to have you join us.  To get 

the latest updates, please also like us 

on Facebook – Joan Austin Elementary 

PTO.   

Did your child lose a coat or jacket 

at school? Don’t forget to check 

the lost and found! 

mailto:jaevolunteer@gmail.com


Kindergarten Registration for 2016-2017 
April 21, 3:30 PM—6:30 PM 

This is an opportunity for all children turning 

5 prior to Sept 1st to come in and see class-

rooms, meet the teacher and register for the 

upcoming school year.    

Questions? Check the school website, or call us at 503-554-4550.  

Remember to connect with us on Facebook, Twitter or download the Newberg School District App. 

A note from the cafeteria... 

Just a reminder, breakfast and lunch are 

free to all students. 

Students with cold lunch may have free 

milk if they also get a fruit and a vegeta-

ble. If not, milk costs $0.50 

Student Attendance Review Board 

Should your child be either tardy or absent 

more than 10 days per year, a meeting will 

be arranged between the parent, building 

principal and the student attendance review 

board. A meeting will be arranged to design 

an attendance plan. Compulsory attendance 

citations may be issued by the Newberg-

Dundee Police Department as a means to 

enforce the compulsory attendance law. Par-

ents who exhibit a documented effort to com-

ply with the attendance plan and recommen-

dations of the Student Attendance Review 

Board shall not be cited.  

The monthly trait for March is  

Trustworthiness. Please take a mo-
ment to talk to your student(s) about 

what trustworthiness looks like and ways 
we can model that in our community. 

4th Grade Robotics Challenge March 10, 1:30 PM 
Fourth grade parents are encouraged to attend to 
watch their students participate. 

No School 

Spring Break—March 21-25  

Bus questions or concerns?  

Contact the Bus Barn at (503)538-8365. 

Feedback welcome on new  

Language Arts materials 

The transition to Common Core State Standards has Or-
egon schools adopting new curriculum and instruction 
materials. In January 2015, Newberg began the 18-
month process of adopting new Language Arts curricu-
lum. K-12 teachers and administrators from all schools 
have examined various instructional programs, including 
those recommended by the Oregon Department of Edu-
cation. Teachers across the district are piloting programs 
in elementary, middle and high school classes this year. 
We are asking for your opinion of the various textbooks 
and instructional materials in an online survey before a 
decision is made on which curriculum to adopt. This is an 
important investment of funds for materials, teacher time 
for professional development and digital resources. You 
are welcome to preview the materials on display at your 
school. 

Curriculum materials on display during school 
hours at Joan Austin Elementary on March 3-7. 

A note from the PTO… 
 
PTO Meeting – Next meeting is Friday, March 11 
at 3:15 PM in the school library.  PTO meetings 
are open to all families and staff of Joan Austin El-
ementary and are a great way to get connected 
with the school.  Free childcare is available. 

 
March 11th -  Bingo Night - Feeling 
lucky???  Join us Friday, March 11th for a fun 
filled evening of BINGO!!  Doors open at 
6:00.  Games start at 6:30. 
 
March 28th - April 1st -  All Staff Appreciation 
Week - Feeling inspired or thankful for teachers 
and staff members?  We are!   Let them know.  A 
little thank you during their special week would go 
a long way! 


